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position of inferiority.   He remarked on this to Curtis-
Bennett.

"Don't you know?" said Curtis-Bennett. "Go and
sit in it yourself."

Basil Thomson faced Curtis-Bennett as suspect to judge,
and felt at once an irresistible desire to raise his face to
the level of Curtis-Bennett."

" It's a low chair/' said Curtis-Bennett. " Always,
when you want to get the truth out of a man, put him
in a chair lower than yourself." And Basil Thomson
ingeniously capped this by suggesting that in a Court of
Law the cross-examiner should be accommodated in a
kind of lift, and should be elevated above a witness before
his cross-examination began 1

In that low chair sat Mata Hari, Casement, and a host of
others; spies, or innocent but suspected men and women
whose appearance spoke eloquently enough of their curious
international background; mercenary agents, working
the most dangerous game in the world solely for cash;
gallant gentlemen who became agents solely out of a
sense of duty; small, inefficient, and contemptible spies
who were self-doomed before they got half-way across the
room.

Curtis-Bennett had great admiration for Basil Thomson's
methods. He was an expert cross-examiner, specializing
in that rapid and unexpected change of tactics which
confused a guilty man. He could be softly blandishing,
polite and conversational; suddenly he would change
to a fiercely incredulous and impatient critic. Curtis-
Bennett showed that he could be an imposing figure.
He was suave and skilful in his questioning, but if he